
Special ships and smart solutions
With today’s opening of Europort, one of the 
most important maritime shows welcomes 
experts from all around the world to four 
days full of networking, discussions and in-
novations. A packed programme awaits the 
around 1,000 exhibitors and an expected 
27,000 international visitors. 

The 2019 event once again sees an exten-
sive conference and event programme 
alongside the exhibition floors. Themed 
“Special ships, smart solutions”, the organ-
isers are aiming to draw visitors’ attention 
towards the nature of European shipbuild-

ing expertise and the need for digital and 
automated technologies for the future of 
the maritime and offshore industries. 
One of the additions to the programme 
is the new Safety4Sea Europort Awards, 
which will highlight Smart, Green and Safe 
initiatives and Career Excellence in shipping. 
Awards are presented in these four catego-
ries on successive Europort days. 
A key Europort aim is to strengthen engage-
ment with the emerging younger generation 
of maritime professionals. Europort 2019 is 
therefore introducing “#YoungEuroport“ – 
a stream of events specifically addressing 

young professionals, offering them the op-
portunity to gain knowledge and expertise, 
and to provide networking opportunities 
with peers. The programme includes “The 
future generation of shipping” seminar; stu-
dent pitches; a CareerLab; and social gath-
erings. At the “Mainport Talent Dinner” at 
the Europort Cruise Party on Wednesday 
November 6th, maritime CEOs will cook 
for young professionals. 
The biennial show has also attracted a num-
ber of specialised industry conferences that 
run alongside the main event, such as the Eu-
ropean Tugowners Association (ETA) 

Once again, maritime experts and decision-makers will gather in Rotterdam Source: Shutterstock
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Autumn Conference to be held on Novem-
ber 7th. 
Some other well-established events and 
conferences are also returning to Europort 
2019, among them the CEDA Dredging 

Days on November 7th and 8th; the Royal 
Institution of Naval Architects (RINA) 
Maritime Industry 4.0 Conference, which 
will look at the transformative power of 
digital technology, on November 5th; the 

19th Mare Forum Ship Finance conference 
on November 6th; and the BLN Inland 
Shipping Conference on November 8th. 
Meanwhile, the Europort Masterclasses, 
jointly organised by Rotterdam Ahoy and 
Netherlands Maritime Technology, return, 
with one masterclass taking place on each of 
the exhibition days. This year the topics are: 
“Naval innovations as a source of inspiration”; 
“Maritime solutions for offshore renewable 
energy”; “Optimising the efficiency of short 
sea operations”; and “Reducing the carbon 
footprint of ferries and cruise ships”. 
The four-day show will also host several 
matchmaking events, to connect pro-
spective business partners and highlight 
emerging opportunities. MariMatch Eu-
roport’s takes place on November 6th and 
7th and the KVK Business Challenge on 
November 7th. 

Europort 2019 launch led by shipowner summit
Four of the leading owners in Europe’s spe-
cial ship segments will lead what promises to 
be an intense panel discussion of hot topics 
on the first day of Europort 2019. 

Part of the show’s opening summit, the ship-
owner panel discussion, is only the first of 
the highlights of a conference and exhibition 
which is set to cover special ships and smart 
solutions via three thematic strands of Smart 
Business, Smart People and Smart Technology.
The opening panel has attracted some of 
the leading voices in Europe’s special ships 
business. Antonio Bordils, CEO of Boluda 
Towage, will represent workboats, while 
Mikki Koskinen, managing director of ESL 
Shipping, will speak as a short sea operator. 
Also on stage will be Pieter Van Oord, CEO 
of leading dredging and offshore wind con-
tractor, Van Oord, and Annika Hult, man-
aging director of ferry operator Stena Line. 

Boluda Towage recently acquired the Ko-
tug Smit Towage operation, and Bordils’ 
market perspective is sure to generate 
considerable interest for this reason alone. 
However, beyond consolidation, he also 
believes that “the true benefits of rationali-
sation for customers will be only leveraged 
by the increasing use of smart sustainable 
technologies.”
Meanwhile, with environmental issues 
dominating the agenda for European ferry 
businesses, Annika Hult will discuss sus-
tainable shipping solutions. In her opin-
ion, “shipping’s winners will be those 
who embrace alternative fuels and digi-
talisation, not those who are resistant to 
change.”
Mikki Koskinen is expected to pick up on 
this theme, highlighting the problem that 
some short sea shipping companies are 
still less than fully committed to monitor-

ing and improving environmental per-
formance. Pointing out that independent 
evaluation is available from non-profit or-
ganisations with well-established method-
ologies, Koskinen said: “It is shipping itself 
which has been choosing not to engage.”
The shipowners panel is completed by 
one of the leading figures within the glob-
al dredging industry. Pieter van Oord will 
stress the importance of making the transi-
tion to new energy systems. “Our purpose 
must be to create a better world for future 
generations by delivering marine ingenu-
ity,” he said in advance of the show.
Journalist Geert Maarse will host the 
opening ceremony, which will also feature 
a keynote speech by the Rotterdam-based 
artist and visionary, Daan Roosegaarde. 
Admission to the opening summit is by in-
vitation-only, press can request an invita-
tion from communications@europort.nl 

The Port of Rotterdam is one of the most important maritime hubs in Europe
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Maritime Awards  
honour security and efficiency
Last night, the winners of the 2019 Dutch 
Maritime Awards were announced in Rijswijk 
in front of an audience of about 900 mari-
time professionals. As usual, the Maritime 
Awards Gala took place on the opening night 
of Europort. 

The winners of the five awards are:

Maritime RNLN Van Hengel  
Spengler Award – Kelly Villena
The Maritime RNLN van Hengel Spengler 
Award was awarded to Kelly Villena. 
She has developed a new method for an 
optimal ship-to-shore transportation of 
personnel and material. The method uses 
a mathematical model to find this optimal 
solution in a considerably shorter amount 
of time than previously possible, the award 
committee stated. 

Maritime Designer Award –  
Niels De Vries
The Maritime Designer Award was award-
ed to Niels de Vries, lead naval architect 
at C-Job Naval Architects, for his research 
“Safe and effective application of ammo-
nia as a marine fuel”. The research uses an 
ammonia carrier fuelled by its own cargo 
to study the concept of using ammonia as 
marine fuel.His research shows that ammo-
nia can indeed be used as a marine fuel if a 
number of safety measures are included in 
the design. 

Maritime Innovation Award – 
Conoship
The Maritime Innovation Award was 
awarded to Conoship for its eConowind 
unit. eConowind is a smart economical unit 
for wind-assisted ship propulsion, based on 
a 40-feet container with two foldable Venti-
Foils. The wing-shaped VentiFoils convert 
wind into thrust for the vessel. 
The unit is fully autonomous and requires 
no extra crew:  it unfolds automatically and 
trims itself optimally to generate the largest 
thrust. Fuel consumption and CO2 emis-
sion can be reduced up to an average of 10 
to 20% depending on wind and vessel. 

Maritime KVNR Shipping Award – 
VVD and CDA
The Maritime KVNR Shipping Award was 
awarded to the parliamentary groups of 
the VVD and the CDA for their commit-
ment to the Merchant Marine Protection 
Act. They have ensured that all ships un-
der the Dutch flag can sail with armed pro-
tection on board in the areas where this is 
permitted.
The Dutch maritime sector has pleaded 
with the Government for almost ten 
years for the use of private armed secu-
rity on Dutch flagged ships. It concerned 
situations where the Vessel Protection 
Detachments from the Ministry of De-
fense could not be used to secure these 
ships.

Maritime Award: KNVTS Ship  
of the Year – Concordia Damen
The KNVTS Ship of the Year award was 
presented to the inland vessel Sendo Liner. 
Designed by Sendo Shipping and built by 
Concordia Damen Shipbuilding, the vessel 
features an efficient hull form with a twin-
screw diesel electric propulsion concept 
powered by two generators supported by a 
battery pack for peak shaving and supply of 
peak power. 
Furthermore, the ship has an enlarged hold, 
which holds 14 rows of containers instead 
of 13.

The inland vessel Sendo Liner was named Ship of the Year 

Illustration of the eConowind units installed on a vessel 
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Keel-laying for new diving bell ship

Rotterdam deepening project completed 

The keel-laying ceremony of a div-
ing bell vessel ordered by FMSW 
Koblenz from international ship-
building group Damen has been 
held at Euro poort Construction 
BV in Rotterdam. 

When completed, the hull will 
be moved to Damen Shipyards 
Gorinchem to complete con-
struction, outfitting and com-
missioning. 
The 69m-long ship, due for 
delivery in the fourth quarter 
of 2020, will replace the Carl 
Straat, built more than 50 years 
ago. It will work on the River 
Rhine and its tributaries, allow-
ing personnel to work in dry 
conditions below the water lev-
el in a pressurised atmosphere. 

The vessel will have diesel-
electric propulsion compliant 
with EU stage V standards and 
latest-generation diving equip-

ment supplied by Germany’s 
Haux-Life-Support GmbH. It 
will be used to search for and 
recover lost cargo and wreck-

age, to inspect river-bed struc-
tures and to support work car-
ried out on the riverbed. 

www.damen.com

Completion of the project to 
deepen Rotterdam’s Nieuwe 
Waterweg means that vessels 
with a draught of 15m can now 
access the port’s Botlek area.

The stretch of water – one of the 
busiest in the Netherlands – has 
been deepened by 1.5m along a 
stretch of 25km, costing about 
EUR 70 million. Infrastructure 
and Water Management Minister, 

Cora van Nieuwenhuizen, who 
attended the project completion 
event, said: “Big, bigger, biggest. 
We’re talking here about the 
Aframax, Suezmax and Panamax 
mammoth vessels that sail cheap-
er, more sustainably and safer. In 
the port sector, big is not only a 
matter of honour, but it’s also a 
condition for survival in today’s 
cut-throat competitive world.”

www.portofrotterdam.com

At the keel-laying ceremony Source: Damen

More than 15,000 vessels pass through the Nieuwe Waterweg each year 
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 ZF is contributing to a clean and sustainable future in 
shipping with its wide-ranging portfolio of hybrid-capable 
transmissions. Both manufacturers and operators benefit 
from the innovative hybrid propulsion technology that  
ZF produces for almost all application segments. 
www.zf.com/marine
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Schottel propulsion installed on new dredger 

Spliethoff invests in DP2 multi-purpose vessels 

A new trailing suction hopper 
dredger (TSHD), Bonny River, 
built at Royal IHC’s Chinese part-
ner shipyard, Cosco Guangdong 
for Belgium’s DEME, is equipped 
with controllable pitch propel-
lers and transverse thrusters 
provided by Schottel.

The 15,000m3-capacity dredger 
is capable of dredging hard soil 
and other material at depths of 
more than 100m, the company 
said.
The 16-knot vessel has two con-
trollable pitch propellers of 4.5m 
diameter and three tunnel thrust-

ers which can be demounted from 
above. A power management sys-
tem controls the mechanically 
driven dredging pump, power 
take-offs and propellers, without 
overloading the dual-fuel engines. 
The Bonny River is well-suited to 
coastal protection assignments, 

even in regions with shallow 
beaches. It is part of DEME’s 
multi-year fleet investment pro-
gramme and is currently being 
mobilised in Flushing, Nether-
lands, in preparation for its first 
assignments.

www.schottel.de

Dutch group Spliethoff has 
signed a contract with China’s 
Mawei Shipyard to build two DP2 
B-type multi-purpose/heavy-lift 
freighters of 12,500dwt.

This type of vessel aims to 
combine the intake of a multi-
purpose vessel with a DP2, 
station-keeping ability of up to 

sea state 6, making it capable 
of supplying large volumes and 
heavy cargo directly offshore. 
To obtain the fast, safe and ef-
ficient loading and discharge of 
pipes, both on- and offshore, 
the vessel has a removable, au-
tomated, pipe-handling gantry 
crane installed. The B-type is 
also equipped with two Huis-

man 500-tonne heavy lift mast 
cranes, making the ship capable 
of both heavy-lift transport and 
offshore installation.
To fit in with Spliethoff ’s 
drive for greener operations, 
the vessel design is fuel-effi-
cient and the propulsion and 
power generation systems are 
equipped with scrubbers and 

SCR systems. With more than 
2,875m² of cargo deck space 
and 5,700m² of total deck 
space, the intake of the B-type 
is significantly higher than ex-
isting offshore supply vessels. 
Spliethoff ’s first two B-type 
vessels are expected to be deliv-
ered in the autumn of 2021.

www.spliethoff.com

The TSHD Bonny River has been built at Royal IHC’s Chinese 
partner yard Cosco Guangdong Shipyard  Source: Schottel
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TOPIC LOCATION TIME ORGANISER REGISTRATION

Conferences
Marine Industry 4.0 Dock 3 09:00 - 15:30 RINA Required

Europort Opening Summit Conference Room 10:00 - 12:00 Ahoy Required

Workshops
Cooperation on autonomous  
shipping between the Netherlands 
and Finland 

Dock 4 09:00 - 12:30 Netherlands Enterprise  
Agency Required

Networking
Start-up Plaza Hall 6 10:00 - 18:00 Ahoy Not required

Exhibitors ON STAGE On Stage (Plaza) 10:00 - 18:00 Ahoy Not required

#YoungEuroport
Job Route Exhibition floor 10:00 - 18:00 Navingo Not required

CareerLab Hall 6 10:00 - 18:00 Talentium Not required

University innovations Hall 6 10:00 - 18:00 TU Delft, Solar Boat Twente Not required

Awards
Smart4Sea Europort Awards Theatre Hall 6 12:00 - 13:00 SAFETY4SEA Not required

Masterclass
Naval innovations  
as source of inspiration Theatre Hall 6 14:00 - 18:00 Ahoy/NMT Required
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