
Investing to survive
In an entertaining ceremony, Europort 2019 

has been officially opened on Tuesday morn-

ing in front of an audience of about 250 peo-

ple. Themed ”Special Ships and Smart Solu-

tions”, the coming days will revolve around 

the three main topics “Smart Business”, 

“Smart People”, “Smart Technology”.

The ceremony was opened with modera-
tor Geers Maarse introducing the Dutch 
Young Maritime Representatives initiative, 
emphasising the need for motivated and 
ambitious young talents in the industry. 

After that, high-ranking international ship-
owners discussed today’s most pressing issues 
for their industry. Following a short introduc-
tion, Pieter van Oord, CEO of Van Oord; An-
nika Hult, managing director of Stena Line BV; 
Antonio Bordils, CEO of Boluda Towage and 
Mikki Koskinen, managing director of ESL 
Shipping, assessed controversial statements. 
The first one, “Shipowners are open to in-
novations but only if it results in profit” was 
generally agreed to, while, according to Hult, 
long-term and short-term goals need to be 
balanced in the right way. “You can only 

survive being profitable,” van Oord made a 
clear point. According to him, one of ship-
ping’s challenges is that “if you make an in-
vestment, you make a decision for the next 
25 years.” And Koskinen added: “Profit- 
ability is the outcome, not the goal.”
The competition from China was the main 
aspect when discussing the next statement 
“Shipowners should support Europe’s mari-
time industry to prevent the loss of indepth 
knowledge”. 
“If Europe’s industry is competitive, we will 
be ordering vessels in Europe,” van Oord 
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said. “Competing with China is not a level-
playing field,” he added. Hult gave food for 
thought in asking “The maritime sector 
tends to be a bit traditional, so how open 
are we to real diversity of mind?”
When responding to the third and last 
question “In terms of digital innovations, 
is the maritime industry keeping pace with 
other industries?”, van Oord (“Yes”) and 
Hult (“I am not agreeing”) were rather 
explicit, whereas according to Bordils, this 
depends on the subsector. “There is a dif-
ference between industries”, Koskinen 
added, referring to the fact that a car may 

be replaced after a couple of years whereas a 
vessel’s lifetime is comparably much longer.
The following keynote speech was held by 
Rotterdam-based artist Daan Roosegar-
den, who presented his visions on “Clean 
Water”, “Clean Air”, “Clean Energy” and 
“Clean Space”, introducing forward-think-
ing concepts like an energy-harvesting 
kite as an enhancement to existing wind 
parks and a vacuum cleaner for polluted 
air. “We live in a world, where polluting 
is for free and cleaning up is no fun,” he 
said, adding that “we have to invest in new 
ideas to survive”.

Before the ‘start button’ of the 2019 edi-
tion of Europort was hit by organisers, 
speakers, and panel participants, Jolanda 
Jansen, CEO of Ahoy Exhibitions, re-
vealed that she was personally looking 
forward to the Europort master classes, 
which will address everything that is af-
fecting the maritime industry. She added 
that 2020 will be an exciting year for 
Ahoy as the new convention centre will 
be completed and the Eurovision Song 
Contest will come to Rotterdam, as 
Dutch singer Duncan Laurence has won 
this year’s event.
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Next green milestone for container feeder

Innovative software on display 

Today at 2pm, MAN Energy Solution and 

Wessel Marine GmbH will unveil the next 

step in making the container feeder Wes 

Amelie even more sustainable. 

In a technical showcase, the companies will 
be demonstrating how synthetic natural 
gas (SNG), produced from renewable en-
ergy can be used as a drop-in fuel, reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions significantly. 
The 1,036-TEU Wes Amelie, owned and 
managed by Wessels Reederei (Haren/
Ems), made headlines in 2017, when its 
MAN  L48/60B main engine was retro fitted 
to its current, four-stroke MAN  51/60DF 
unit that enables dual-fuel operation – the 
first such conversion.

A milestone within the development of the 
European container feeder market, the con-
version showed that existing engines could 
be converted to LNG operation with a tre-
mendous effect on exhaust emissions and 
the environment. MAN Energy Solutions 
reports that the retrofit enabled the Wes 
Amelie to significantly reduce its SOx emis-
sions by >99%, NOx by approximately 90%, 
and CO2 by up to 20%. As a result, the ves-
sel now meets both Tier II and Tier III emis-
sion requirements set by the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO).
More information will be provided today 
at the MAN Energy Solution Stand from 
2pm to 3pm. 
MAN Energy Solutions at Europort: Stand 1121

Hanseaticsoft, a provider of maritime soft-

ware, is using its presence at Europort to 

showcase leading-edge technology that is 

set to drive the future of ship management. 

With shipowners constantly looking to 
drive further efficiencies and savings, 
emerging technologies offer an afford-
able and easy way to deliver on both goals. 
Shipping companies are invited to visit 
Hanseatic soft at Europort for a live demon-
stration of Cloud Fleet Manager.
The company will be demonstrating how 
Cloud Fleet Manager is helping companies 
streamline their business and management 

processes to achieve greater efficiencies and 
profitability and improving collaboration 
between teams on shore and at sea – creat-
ing a more connected workplace culture. 
Hanseatic soft says that by centralising all 
information and making it available to all 
employees through the cloud, 25% of daily 
working time can be saved by using Cloud 
Fleet Manager which would be otherwise 
wasted requesting, looking for and validat-
ing data.
Cloud Fleet Manager is web-based and can 
be used without any installation and re-
gardless of the user’s location. It reduces the 
effort for data exchange and makes insights 

available for all employees in the office 
as well as crews at sea. The software suite 
has more than 30 applications including 
Purchase, Inspections & Audits, Schedule 
& Agents, Crewing, Charter, Risk Assess-
ment, and Maintenance.  
The newest addition is CFM Go – a mobile 
app that enables users of Cloud Fleet Man-
ager to access their data with their smart-
phone. The app provides users with infor-
mation on all vessels under their watch, 
making them immediately aware of tasks 
for the day or critical cases. 
Alexander Buchmann, managing director of 
Hanseaticsoft GmbH, said: “Shipping com-
panies need to embrace technology to stay 
ahead of the competition. This is becoming 
easier as more companies have more stable 
access to the internet at sea, enabling them 
to take advantage of cloud-based solutions 
and mobile apps on board that can trans-
form their business processes.“
“Cloud technology is increasingly afford-
able and doesn’t require investment in new 
infrastructure or training. As the software is 
intuitive, office staff as well as crew mem-
bers can use the system with minimal train-
ing. We look forward to meeting potential 
customers at Europort and demonstrating 
how cloud technology can drive their busi-
ness forward.”
Hanseaticsoft at Europort: Stand 5212

The container feeder Wes Amelie will be in 
focus this afternoon Source: MAN Energy Solutions

The Cloud Fleet Manager is being presented at Europort Source: M. Bosch
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Five questions for…

Andre Körner
Director Product Line Commercial and Fast Craft
ZF Friedrichshafen AG

1How important is Europort 2019 for 
your company and what are your ex-

pectations?
This is an important exhibition for ZF Ma-
rine in the region; ZF Marine Krimpen is 
one of our production sites and just around 
the corner. We are here to meet existing 
customers as well as representatives of the 
entire marine industry and understand new 
market trends. 

2What is the main focus of your pres-
ence at the show?

The focus is to display the comprehensive 
thruster product portfolio as well as our hy-
brid-ready transmission portfolio with the 
newest additions, ZF 8000 and ZF 5000.

3What do you consider the biggest chal-
lenges for the maritime industry at the 

moment?
There are challenges in multiple fields such 
as digitalisation, more and more environ-
mentally friendly and sustainable propul-
sion concepts, autonomous sailing, etc.

4How does your company prepare for 
these challenges?

We already offer a wide range of hybrid-
ready transmissions in combination with 
a flexible coupling, an electric pump, in-

verters and an electric control unit. With 
CeTra x, ZF provides a suitable electric 
motor that was developed within the com-
pany. CeTrax has already proven itself in 
applications on land and is now celebrating 
its maritime premiere in combination with 
ZF´s hybrid transmissions. The combina-
tion of these two innovative technologies 
in one driveline ensures a perfect interac-
tion and ideal power development.
We have also introduced a condition moni-
toring system that monitors the status of 
the thruster system and thus helps ship-
yards, shipping companies and fleet opera-
tors maintain the safety and efficiency of 
their ships as well as extend the service life 
of the propulsion system. The condition 
monitoring system is currently undergoing 
a field test. A team consisting of electrical 
and mechanical engineers as well as IT and 
data analysis experts collect and analyse 
the data of a workboat here in the Nether-
lands.

5To what extent does digitalisation play 
a role within your company?

We will transform our business across all 
segments by using the advanced technol-
ogy of the automotive industry. First, by 
safeguarding our core business by making 
existing products and processes smarter 

and better; then by enriching our current 
product portfolio by adding new digital fea-
tures to pave the way to intelligent mechan-
ical systems. For example, we will create 
intelligent condition monitoring systems to 
enable predictive maintenance for marine 
propulsion systems. And finally, we will 
innovate all aspects of our business – prod-
ucts and services, product development, 
factories, supply chains and workplaces.
ZF Friedrichshafen AG at Europort:

Stand 1311

Andre Körner Source: A. Wroblewski
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Voltaire secured for Dogger Bank wind farms

Jan De Nul Group’s new offshore jack-up in-

stallation vessel (JUV) Voltaire – currently be-

ing built at Cosco Shipyard in Qidong, China – 

is to be deployed in the Dogger Bank wind 

farms upon completion in 2022. 

The 169.3m-long and 60.0m-wide Voltaire 
will transport and install the world’s largest 
offshore wind turbines, GE’s Haliade-X, at 
Dogger Bank, which sits 130km off the York-
shire coast. When complete, Dogger Bank 
will generate enough energy to power over 
4.5 million homes every year – around 5% 
of the UK’s electricity needs. With a payload 
of approximately 14,000 tonnes and a crane 

capacity of over 3,000 tonnes, the Voltaire is 
currently the largest JUV in the world. It can 
operate in water depths of up to 80m and of-
fers accommodation for 110 people. 
The vessel is fitted with a selective catalytic 
reduction system and a diesel particulate 
filter, making it the very first seagoing ultra-
low-emission installation vessel, Jan de Nul 
said in a statement. 
Germany’s Schottel is to supply four 
rudder propellers and two transverse 
thrusters as part of the vessel’s thruster set-
up which will ensure optimal propulsion 
efficiency and maximum manoeuvrability. 
The JUV will be able to support the renew-

able energy industry in building future 
wind farms at sea.
Compared with Jan De Nul Group’s two 
other jack-up vessels, Vole au Vent and 
Taillevent, the new vessel stands out with 
almost double the deck space. That enables 
the Luxembourg-based company to han-
dle the bigger turbines and foundations, 
but also to optimise installations at sea and 
to lower fuel consumption and emissions. 
The JUV will also be deployable for the oil 
and gas industry as well as for the decom-
missioning of offshore structures.

www.jandenul.com 

www.schottel.de

Illustration of the new JUV Source: Schottel

ZF is contributing to a clean and sustainable future in shipping 
with innovative driveline technology.Thus ZF combines its 
wide-ranging portfolio of thrusters and hybrid-capable trans-
missions with a digital condition monitoring to shorten down-
times, lower operating costs, and increase safety on board and 
at the port.  
www.zf.com/marine
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TOPIC LOCATION TIME ORGANISATION REGISTRATION

Conferences

Mare Forum Ship Finance Mainport Hotel 09:00 - 16:30 Mare Forum Required

Networking

Start-up Plaza Hall 6 10:00 - 18:00 Ahoy Not required

Exhibitors ON STAGE ON STAGE (Plaza) 10:00 - 18:00 Ahoy Not required

Europort Cruise Party SS Rotterdam 18:00 - 23:00 SS Rotterdam Required

#YoungEuroport

Job Route Exhibition floor 10:00 - 18:00 Navingo Not required

CareerLab Hall 6 10:00 - 18:00 Talentium Not required

University innovations Hall 6 10:00 - 18:00
TU Delft,  
Solar Boat Twente & Wasub

Not required

Awards

Green4Sea Europort Awards Theatre Hall 6 14:30 - 16:00 SAFETY4SEA Not required

Masterclass

Maritime solutions for offshore  
renewable energy

Theatre Hall 6 10:00 - 13:30 Ahoy/NMT Required

Matchmaking

MariMatch Europort Port 2 10:00 - 17:30 Entreprise Europe Network Required

The most important developments in the 
worldwide shipbuilding industry at a glance

Keep an eye on the

shipbuilding 
market!

TEST
NOW!

www.new-ships.net/newships
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